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Dear Parents,

Bruchim Ha’baim!  Welcome to the new academic year.  We thank you for making the choice to give your child a religious education at Stephen S. Wise Temple and welcome you to an exciting year of learning and living Judaism!  

The teachers, the Madrichim (assistant teachers) and staff all aim to create positive Jewish learning experiences that make both children and adults alike yearn for more.  It is not our task to complete your child’s Jewish education, but we intend to light the fire that exists inside your child, so that they get a taste of a vibrant, rigorous and identity-forming education that transforms them into life-long learners of Judaism.  Holding an ear up to the door of one of our classrooms you would hear exciting discussions, buzzing children busy on a creative art project or the shouting out of Hebrew letters in a creative game that helps with letter recognition.

The Religious School curriculum is based on the three pillars of Jewish life – Torah, Avodah (prayer) and G’milut Hasadim (deeds of loving kindness).  Torah is the central text of Judaism – a place to learn about our ancestors and to guide our actions.  Prayer is the heart of Jewish life, helping us connect to our people, our God, our community. Prayer is central to our life-cycle events and holiday observance; it is the cornerstone of our daily life as Jews.  Finally G’milut Hasadim is the actualization of Jewish values – the way we interact with the world and those around us.  These values guide us to be better, do better, and live better and to influence those around us to do the same.

Our Hebrew program aims to prepare students for B’nai Mitzvah yes, but the goal of our program is rich and multifaceted.  The Hebrew language is the foundation for a lifetime of Jewish living.  Knowledge of Hebrew enriches our personal prayer – so that we know what the words mean to us, and to our people.  Hebrew is the living language of our Israeli brethren.  Knowing even a few Hebrew words helps know and love the culture and people of Israel.  Students pray regularly in services lead by our clergy that allow them both to have spiritual experiences and to practice their Hebrew fluency.

We welcome you to our school, a warm and remarkable place to learn and live Judaism. We encourage you and your children to take advantage of all that we offer, and to get involved with Temple life as well.  A religious school education in isolation isn’t one that excites the mind or infuses life with meaning.  Jump in with both feet and let us know how we can help make your experience in the Religious School as well as the Temple more invigorating for the entire family.

B’shalom,

Rabbi Melissa Buyer

Director of Religious School and Youth Programs
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School Schedule

Kindergarten – Third Grade:
Sundays, 9:00am – 11:30am
Fourth Grade – Sixth Grade:
Sundays, 9:00am – 11:30am






Tuesdays, 4:15pm – 6:15pm
Seventh Grade – Tenth Grade:
Sundays, 10:30am – 12:30pm       
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Philosophy and Goals

The Religious School at Stephen S. Wise Temple is a link in the chain of excellence in education that the Temple strives for in all its schools.  When students are confirmed from our program in tenth grade, they are knowledgeable Jews who are comfortable with their Jewish identity.  We help them to develop an inner spiritual life that is connected to the Stephen S. Wise Temple community and the global Jewish community.  Our students are taught Jewish practice, history and belief, love for Israel and the Jewish people and an awareness of their obligation to better the world in which they live.

Our curriculum is designed to prepare students for a lifetime of Jewish learning.  Students are introduced to Torah, Israel, holidays, Jewish ethics and history.  Hebrew, music, prayer services, and family participatory programs are an integral part of the Stephen S. Wise Temple Religious School experience, as well.

THE GOALS OF THE RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Vision Statement

“We are a Beit T’fillah – a house of prayer and worship; a Beit Midrash – a house of education and study throughout the life cycle; and a Beit Knesset – a house of assembly and a community.  We pursue these three interconnected identities in a caring and accessible way, encouraging a diverse membership to develop their spiritual lives, their connection to our people and their support of the State of Israel, within the traditions, perspectives and values of a progressive vision of Judaism.”

The guidelines of our Religious School foster the deepening of knowledge and the Jewish experience for our Kindergarten-10th grade students in order to strengthen faith in God, love of Torah, and identification with the Jewish people through involvement in the synagogue and participation in Jewish life. We believe that Judaism contains answers to the challenges and questions confronting our children every day and that only a knowledgeable Jew can successfully discover these answers.


Linked to these goals, the programs of our Religious School utilize experiential learning activities, encouraging and enabling children, to become…

• Young Jews who affirm their Jewish identity and bind themselves inseparably to their people by word and deed
• Young Jews who bear witness to the brit, the “covenant” between God and the Jewish people through the practice of mitzvot, “commandments,” as studied in the Torah and the classic Jewish literature it has generated, and as interpreted in light of historic development and contemporary liberal thought
• Young Jews who affirm their historic bond to Eretz Yisrael, the “Land of Israel”
• Young Jews who cherish and study Hebrew, the language of the Jewish people
• Young Jews who value and practice T’fillah, “prayer”
• Young Jews who further the causes of justice, freedom and peace by pursuing tzedek, “righteousness”; mishpat, “justice”; and g’milut hasadim, “loving deeds”
• Young Jews who celebrate Shabbat and the festivals and observe the Jewish ceremonies that mark the significant occasions in their lives
• Young Jews who esteem their own person and the person of others; their own family and the family of others; their own community and the community of others
• Young Jews who express kinship with K’lal Yisrael by actively seeking the welfare of Jews throughout the world
• Young Jews who support and participate in the life and vision of our Temple


CURRICULUM OVERVIEW
Kindergarten 
Kindergarten is a foundational year for Religious School students.  As they transition away from nursery school into the world of “big kids,”students are eager and excited to learn.  Enrollment in Religious School at this time is a serious sign to children that parents value their religious/moral education as much as their secular education.  In this year, students become a part of the school community and begin to see the synagogue as the focus of their Jewish education.  Kindergarten students learn in-depth about holidays and begin to learn Torah stories about Creation, Adam and Eve and Noah.  The year culminates with our Kabbalat Torah, literally “receiving Torah” ceremony.  In this heartwarming ceremony, family and friends celebrate with their kindergartener his or her entry into formal Jewish learning.
First Grade
The book of Beresheit, Genesis, tells our tradition’s most beloved stories about the first Jewish family.  It is here we meet the characters who are our role models.  It is not because of their perfection, but rather, because they are flawed that we can learn from their struggles and successes.  First grade students are capable of empathizing with the Biblical characters and making connections to their own lives.  By learning about Abraham, the first Jew, and his descendants, students continue to develop their own connection to Judaism and the Jewish people.  

In addition to learning about Genesis, students will also learn about and celebrate Jewish Holidays as they occur.  Some holidays will be treated briefly in addition to other activities.  Other holidays will receive a wider focus.  Because our holiday curriculum spirals, students learn something new about each holiday each year, each grade has its own specific focus. 

Second Grade

Second Grade begins our core Judaica program called the Chai Curriculum, published by the Union for Reform Judaism.  The Jewish sages teach us that “the world stands on three things: Torah, Avodah and G’milut Hasadim,” (Avot 1:2).  These pursuits – study, worship, and deeds of loving-kindness – provide the framework within which Jews build their relationship with God, with one another, and with the world.  These three values are also the core of our curriculum.  In this introductory year, students learn about each of these three strands and the personal relevance and power of Torah, Avodah, and G’milut Hasadim.  The Torah section focuses on the book of Shemot (Exodus).  Students learn about how the Hebrew slaves became a people and use these stories to connect to the world around them.  Their Avodah lessons allow students to explore basic questions about and develop a personal relationship with God.  Students discover their own power to make the world a better place through their study of G’milut Hasadim.

In addition to the Chai Curriculum, students will also learn about and celebrate Jewish Holidays as they occur.  Some holidays will be treated briefly in addition to other activities.  Other holidays will receive a wider focus.  Because our holiday curriculum spirals, students learn something new about each holiday each year, each grade has its own specific focus. 

Third Grade
The pursuit of Torah, Avodah and G’milut Hasadim (study, worship, and deeds of loving-kindness) provide the framework within which Jews build their relationship with God, with one another, and with the world.  These three values are also the core of our curriculum. Students refine their own understanding and definition of k'dushah or holiness and apply that understanding to how ritual objects, symbols, prayer, and our behaviors can make moments and places special, holy, and closer to God.  In third grade the Torah section focuses on the book of Vayikra (Leviticus) in which God teaches us about how to live a life filled with k’dushah.  The Avodah section extends the yearlong theme of k’dushah with an exploration of how we can use prayer to make the world more holy.  Through the G’milut Hasadim lessons, students learn about their responsibility for increasing holiness through their own actions.

In addition to the Chai Curriculum and the ongoing study of holidays, third grade students begin to learn Hebrew letters and vowels.  This introduction focuses on letter recognition and pre-reading skills.

Fourth Grade
Jewish life is built around three principles: Torah, Avodah and G’milut Hasidim.  The study of these three aspects of Jewish life is the core of our Judaica curriculum and is explored by fourth graders with a focus on community.  During this year, students will discover a direct relationship between being a member of a community and our behaviors, through study of the relationship between the People of Israel and the Land of Israel in the Torah, the significance and structure of communal prayer, and acts of G’milut Chasadim affecting relationships.  In the Torah section, students look at the concepts of Am Yisrael (the Jewish people), Eretz Yisrael (the land of Israel) and Brit (covenant) found in the last two books of the Torah, Bamidbar/Numbers and Dvarim/Deuteronomy.  The Avodah section helps students understand the role of communal worship, particularly in a synagogue setting.  The lessons on G’milut Hasadim focus on how personal acts of loving-kindness relate to their relationships with family and friends and others they encounter in daily life.

In addition to the Chai curriculum and an ongoing study of holidays, fourth grade students begin their Hebrew studies in earnest by coming a second day a week.  They are introduced to the letters and vowels of the alphabet and learn to decode them.  By the end of the year students can connects letters with their sounds and are able to read.
Fifth Grade
Much of Jewish life falls into the categories of Torah, Avodah and G’milut Hasadim.  It encompasses what we think, what we feel and what we do as Jews.  Accordingly, it is also the core of the Fifth Grade Judaica curriculum.  In the Torah Section, students will explore the Prophets and Reform Judaism’s special relationship to their message.  In their Avodah lessons, students will examine the tension between individual and community in the Amidah, the central prayer of our synagogue service.  Community is also key in G’milut Hasadim where students learn about how community members take care of each other.

Holidays continue to be an important part of our Religious School curriculum.  Students will learn about holidays as they occur and reflect on the deeper meaning of our celebrations and commemorations.

Fifth Grade Hebrew students show a rapid growth in skills as they move beyond letter recognition and decoding to prayer fluency.  Students focus on the Shema and the blessings surrounding it.  Students will begin to understand the rudimentary construction of Hebrew language including roots, pronouns, prefixes and suffixes.

A highlight of the Fifth Grade year will be the Fifth and Sixth Grade Retreat.  The retreat will enable students to bond and learn in a less formal setting and to explore themes in an expanded way.

Sixth Grade

Sixth grade is the final year of the Chai curriculum which is organized around the principles of Torah, Avodah and G’milut Hasadim.  Revelation was a defining moment in the life of the Jewish people and is the beginning of our ongoing relationship with God.  In sixth grade, students investigate how the collection of stories, poems and words of wisdom known as Ketuvim or Writings relate to the individual's relationship with God.  In their Avodah lessons, students study the components of the Torah service and the role of the sh'liach tzibur (prayer leader). The G'milut Hasadim  strand helps students integrate their Jewish values with universal causes.
As in every grade, holidays continue to be an important part of the Religious School curriculum.  Our students learn about and celebrate the holidays.  

Sixth grade is the final year of the formal Hebrew program of the Religious School.  By this point students should demonstrate fluency in decoding and a small Hebrew vocabulary.  Students will continue to practice central prayers with a focus on the Amidah and Torah Service.  They will also integrate Hebrew with T’fillah and Music by preparing to lead parts of the service on their own.

Seventh Grade
The theme for the Seventh Grade Confirmation class is “God, Torah and Israel.”  The year is divided into four sections.  The first section focuses on choices that each teen must face and what the Jewish perspectives on those choices are.  Through studying and identifying issues that they face in their normal everyday life, and exposing them to Jewish perspectives on those issues, our students will be able to synthesize their Jewish lives with their secular lives.  The second area of the curriculum is Torah.   The goal is to show students that Bible stories are more than mere simple tales, but rather lessons that require examination and uncovering. The third section is Israel.  By this we do not mean just the State of Israel, but rather the people of Israel.  We will be exploring what it means to be a part of community on the local level as well as on the larger global level.  The final section of the curriculum is about God and different Jewish views on God.  A main goal of this section is for the students to start to rethink their own concept of God through exploring classic interpretations.  We want the students to understand that Judaism is not a religion for children but rather one for adults, with adult thoughts and themes.  By offering them a new and sophisticated view of God, we are allowing them the opportunity to stretch their understanding of the world in a way they may not otherwise be able to.  Their relationship to God must grow and change as they do so that they do not think of God at fifty in the same way they did at age twelve.  The only way to do this is to plant the seeds in their minds now, and help them grow and cultivate these ideas.
Eighth Grade
Those who ignore history are doomed to repeat it.  Yet our history can teach us more than just where we’ve been.  The eighth grade year is a race through Jewish History from Abraham to the present day.  Students explore not just what happened to the Jews but also how what happened to the Jews changed who they were.  Students will learn that Judaism has never been stagnant and that Jews have always interacted and reacted to the events of the world around them.  Students will learn about both events and important people in the course of Jewish history.  They will come to understand how the events of their own time affect their own Jewish identity and learn to think critically about how they express their Judaism.

Ninth Grade

Ninth grade begins the Study of Torah, the foundational text upon which Judaism is based.  This text is timeless as its characters serve as role models for us today.  The intent of our ninth grade curriculum is to provide a thorough examination of relationships among Biblical characters in order to educate Jewish teens about having successful relationships.  It will focus both on the appropriate roles of themselves and others.  The students completing this course should gain knowledge about how to treat others and make ethical decisions.  This analysis of the Biblical relationships will help teens understand themselves as children, friends, siblings, cousins, grandchildren, or nieces/nephews and help shape the direction of their life.   

Tenth Grade

Tenth grade is a year of changes.  Our students are learning to drive, looking at colleges and testing the boundaries between authority and independence.  As students begin to make their own choices about how their time is spent, our goal is to make Confirmation both a useful and appealing choice.  We want our students to leave knowing what place Judaism holds in their lives and with a thirst to continue to grapple with Jewish issues.  

Family Education
Throughout the year there will be opportunities for parents to come and learn with their children.  These Family Days are experiences designed so that both parents and children can build their Jewish knowledge and their family life.  These are some of our most important activities and all families are expected to attend.  If a parent is unavailable to attend, a grandparent or special adult friend is welcome to come, however please let us know in advance so that we can better prepare.  Please understand that Family Days are specifically tailored to your child’s curriculum and are meant to give him or her “special” time with you.  If you must bring a younger sibling along, please also plan to bring quiet games or activities to occupy him or her.

Families also have the opportunity to spend Shabbat together at grade-level gatherings.  You are invited to participate in the Temple’s Early Shabbat 6:15 service, followed by an Oneg Dessert or Dinner (depending on student ages).  All family members are welcome to join us.

Adult Education

You are your child’s most influential role model.  One of the ways you can show your child that Jewish education is important to you is by engaging in your own learning.  The Temple offers many learning opportunities to continue your education as an adult.  Also, classes for parents will be regularly offered on Sundays during Religious School hours.  We are always open to suggestions if there is something in particular you are interested in learning more about.
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Jewish Life at School

As a regular part of their weekly schedule, students will participate in the following activities:

T’fillah (Prayer) – Students put their learning into practice at our services, which are held regularly in Plotkin Chapel.  Students participate in age-appropriate prayer experiences meant to develop an inner spiritual life.  The services also allow students to develop relationships with Stephen S. Wise Temple clergy, which we hope will continue to grow throughout their lives.  In line with the Temple’s egalitarian outlook, all our children are asked to wear a kipah whenever they are in T’fillah.

Tzedakah (Righteous Giving) – Collecting tzedakah from students at the beginning of each class is a time-honored Religious School tradition and a wonderful way to begin Jewish learning.  Please send your child to school with some change each day.  At the beginning of each year the students will have the chance to choose the Jewish organizations to which they wish to make a donation of tzedakah.  Participating in this important mitzvah instills Jewish values in our students and encourages them to think of others.

Music – Music is in many ways the soul of Jewish practice.  Our capable song leader works with students on Israeli, holiday and prayer music.  Students have opportunities to learn music specifically related to their curriculum.  Occasionally, students will be invited to bring their own musical instruments and play during music time.

Community – We are not just a school, but we are also a community of students, parents, faculty and administration working together as part of Stephen S. Wise Temple.  Our goal is for every child to feel welcome and comfortable.  Families are encouraged to see the Religious School as just one part of their involvement in the Stephen S. Wise Temple community.
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Code of Student Behavior

Judaism teaches us to treat each person we meet as if they are the messiah.  This obligates us to treat everyone with honor and respect.  Students are expected to apply this principle to their interactions with teachers, students and everyone they encounter during Religious School.  

Expectations of Behavior

1. Students will be ready on time to participate in classroom activities.

2. Students will not keep other students from learning, or the teacher from teaching.

3. Students will keep their hands to themselves and use proper language in the classrooms and Temple facility.

4. Students will respect the property of other students and staff.  Students will respect Temple property and the facility as a whole, including Elementary School property in the classroom.

5. Students will behave appropriately in the Chapel and other prayer spaces of the synagogue. 

The following are strictly prohibited: alcohol, defiance, dishonesty, drugs, tobacco, fighting, stealing, profanity, and vulgarity.   

Procedures

1. If a student repeatedly disrupts classroom work, the teacher will speak directly with the student and will call parents to discuss the student’s behavior.   

2. If infractions continue, the student may be sent to the Director.  The Religious School Director will speak with the teacher and student.  The Director will most often call parents if a student is sent to the office for misbehavior.  

3. If there are further problems, or problems of a severe nature, parents will be called for a conference with the teacher, Religious School Director, and/or the student to determine further action, which may include any or all of the following: Parent(s) observing in classroom during school hours; Suspension for a period of time with satisfactory completion of homework/study assignments; Any mutually agreed-upon arrangements by parents, student, and Religious School Director at a conference.
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School Information and Policies

Office Personnel, Location and Hours

If at any time you have questions or concerns, feel free to call Jill Rosenberg-Price at 310.889.2211.  The Religious School office is located in the center of the Shapell-Feintech Building, one level down.  Our office hours are:

Monday—9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.

Tuesday—10:00 a.m. –7:00 p.m.

Wednesday—9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.

Thursday—9:00 a.m. –5:00 p.m.

Friday—closed
Saturday – closed

Sunday—8:00 a.m. –1:00 p.m.

Bar/Bat Mitzvah Eligibility

Students are required to complete a minimum of four consecutive years of Religious School immediately prior to and including the entire Bar/Bat Mitzvah year.  Families whose students enter the Religious School after the fourth grade must make special arrangements with the Religious School Director to meet grade-level requirements and the Bar/Bat Mitzvah date may be delayed.  Students who have attended another accredited Religious School prior to arriving at Stephen S. Wise Temple are eligible for Bar/Bat Mitzvah, provided all requirements have been satisfied.   Students who have completed sixth grade in our Elementary School and are not continuing at Milken Community High School must join the Confirmation program in the seventh grade.  Students with disabilities and special needs will be accommodated by the School and Bar/Bat Mitzvah Department whenever possible and/or appropriate.  Bar/Bat Mitzvah preparations and dates are handled through the clergy office.  Any questions relating to Bar/Bat Mitzvah should be directed to Debbie Gordon at 310.476.8561 extension 2228.

Students must be enrolled in a Stephen S. Wise Temple School to keep their Bar/Bat Mitzvah date on the calendar.

Confirmation Eligibility

All students are encouraged and expected to continue with their Religious Education through the Confirmation Service in tenth grade.  To be eligible to enter the Confirmation year, a student must have satisfactorily completed the eighth and ninth grades in Religious School, including attendance requirements.  Students who miss a year of Religious School immediately after Bar/Bat Mitzvah may be allowed to proceed to Confirmation with special permission from the Director.  A make-up assignment may be required.

Attendance

Your child’s regular attendance is the largest indicator of his or her success in Religious School.  We understand the time constraints that busy families face, however we ask that you make school a priority.  The minimum acceptable attendance is 75% of all class sessions.  If your child is absent more than this, he or she will need to complete make-up work and in some cases make up class sessions with a tutor.  If this make-up work is not completed, your child cannot advance to the next grade.  If you know your child will be absent in advance, please let the teacher know as soon as possible so that make up work can be assigned before the absence to prevent your child from falling behind.  It is the family’s responsibility to request, complete and turn in make-up work.

Late Arrival/Early Dismissal

Students are expected to be in class and ready to learn when the school day starts at 9 a.m. on Sunday and 4:15 p.m. on Tuesday.  When your child is late, he or she misses out on important instructions and activities.  Promptness helps your child acclimate to the school day and integrate into the classroom environment.  Our teachers make use of every part of the school day, so please allow us to maximize that time by bringing your child to school on time.

From time to time, you may need to pick your child up early from school.  When doing so, you must first come to the Religious School office and sign your child out.  Children will not be released from class unless they have first been signed out in the office.  Children will not be released to wait at the carpool circle unless they bring a signed note to the office.  If a non-parent/guardian will be picking up your child, please call the Religious School office in advance to give permission.  

Drop-off/Pick-up

Walking your child to class is a great way to check in with your child’s teacher and to meet other parents.  If you wish to walk your child to class, leave your car in the parking structure.  Please do not leave your car in the carpool circle.  

Parents who are picking their child up from the classroom at the end of the day are asked to wait outside the classroom until the children are dismissed.  This will help your child focus on his or her schoolwork until the end of the day.  Teachers will walk students who are not picked up in the classroom to the carpool circle.  Please understand that to keep your children safe, they must wait on the sidewalk until you pull up and may not cross the driveway.  

Health and Safety

The information on the back of your registration card assures us that in the case of an emergency, if parents cannot be reached, we will be authorized to provide medical care for your child and that no liability is attached to such a decision.  Please select your emergency contacts carefully.  If your child is ill or sustains an injury at school and we cannot reach you, these are the people we will call.  Trained school personnel will treat minor injuries.

If your child contracts a communicable disease, please report it to the Religious School office immediately so that we can take appropriate measures. 

Stephen S. Wise Temple has undertaken an extensive emergency preparedness program in regard to major disasters.  Emergency supplies have been stored on campus, allowing us to safely house our students for 72 hours.

Please make sure that you have carefully and accurately filled out and returned your Emergency Release Form to us.  Your child will by released only to those designated on this form.  Also, please make sure that if your child requires any type of maintenance medication, a 72-hour supply is given to our Religious School administrative assistant.

The Temple Schools’ out-of-state earthquake contact is Temple Albert in Albuquerque, New Mexico: 505.883.1818.

Homework
Because we have so much to teach and so little time with your children, we may ask students to complete work at home.  Often, these “homework” assignments are family discussions for you and your child to share.  For students learning Hebrew, practice between Religious School sessions is crucial for their success.  Ask your child to read to you, even if you can’t correct him or her as it will reinforce learning.  Alternatively you can go to the website www.behrmanhouse.com/SUNowRead to hear letters and prayers to read along with.

Books and Materials
Students are expected to care for and maintain any books or school material they are given.  Students must bring their books with them to each class session, as well as any other materials, such as notebooks or pens that the teacher requires.  Students who lose their books will be required to purchase another textbook.  

Food in School
We ask that students refrain from bringing food or drinks (other than water) into class with them.  This prevents distractions and keeps our classrooms clean.   On both Tuesday and Sundays, we give students a small snack.  This also gives students the opportunity to practice food blessings.  If your child has a food allergy, please let us know so that we can make other arrangements for him or her to have snack.  Your child may choose to bring his/her own snack, which may only be eaten during recess.

Dress Code

Because Religious School students attend services in the Sanctuary and spend time learning about T’fillah (prayer), they are expected to dress appropriately.  Short skirts are not acceptable, nor are revealing blouses.  Students may not wear skate shoes to school.  We ask that students not bring toys or electronic games to school, as they are a distraction during class time. Students must turn their cell phones to vibrate while at school and may not answer the phone during class time.  They can check messages only during breaks or recess.

Guest Policy

Guests are welcome to come learn with your child.  However, please note the following rules:

1. Guest visits must be approved by the Religious School Director prior to the guest’s arrival.  A call, note, or e-mail is fine, but it must be done before the School day begins.  This is for School safety reasons, and to allow teachers to prepare for a guest.
2. All student guests must be brought to the Religious School’s office before attending class.  Student guests will need to provide an emergency phone number. 
3. All student guests must comply with School policies and standards.   Student guests who arrive without permission and/or are unable to meet the above requirements may not be permitted to visit class or remain on school premises.

Communication

We encourage an open flow of communication between the home and the school.  Toward the beginning of each school year you will receive a roster of the students in your child’s class as well as contact information for your child’s teacher.  Feel free to contact your child’s teacher, as well as the school Director, if you have any questions about your child’s education.

You can expect to get an e-mail update from your child’s teacher about once a month detailing class projects, what children are learning and upcoming events.  Families without e-mail can request to receive these updates via fax or regular mail.  You can also expect to get phone calls from your child’s teacher on a regular basis.  The phone calls allows teachers to check in with you about how your child is doing in class and are another means of increasing communication.  

Evaluation

We send home written evaluations twice a year.  Progress reports review your child’s attendance, classroom participation, behavior, socialization, mastery of subject matter and ability to relate material to their lives.  However, if a teacher is concerned about a student in any of these areas, he or she may request a parent conference.  Parents should also feel free to contact a teacher or the Director at any time to discuss a child’s progress.  

Religious School Advisory Committee and Room Parents
There are several ways parents can become more involved in the school.  At least one parent from each grade is asked to volunteer to be a room parent.  Room parent responsibilities include organizing social events and helping to coordinate grade level Shabbat gatherings.  Room parents are also encouraged to serve on the Religious School Advisory Committee (RSAC).  The RSAC meets regularly to discuss the business of the school.  Parents on the committee give feedback to the Director and serve as a liaison between the school and the parent body at large.

A FINAL WORD

Coming to Religious School can be challenging for children.  It is important that you offer them all the support and encouragement you can give.  Your interest and positive attitude affect your child.  If you have any questions feel free to call the Religious school or meet with us face to face.  We look forward to a wonderful year!
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